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Terminology : Special words or expressions used in relation to a particular subject or 

activity. 
 

Medicine : Is the science and practice of the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 

disease. The word medicine is derived from Latin medicus, meaning "a physician". 

 

Dentistry : Is a branch of medicine that is involved in the study, diagnosis, prevention, and 

treatment of diseases of  the teeth ,gums and other structures of the mouth . 

 

A TERM : A word or phrase used to describe a thing or to express a concept, especially in a 

particular kind of language or branch of study, Learning and understanding the roots of 

most words in the field of Health, Medicine, and Dentistry can help you to understand 

what is being discussed "Origin of medical terms ". Hippocrates was a Greek physician 

and is known as the 'father of medicine. 75% of medical terms are based on terms which 

in turn based on either Greek or Latin words. 

 

The 'word root is a term derived from a source language such as Greek or Latin and 

usually describes a body part (usually the middle of the word and its central meaning). All 

medical terms have at least one-word root. (e.g. arthr: joint/ hepat: liver ven: vein/ oste: 

bone). 
 

The prefix can be added in front of the term to modify the word root by giving additional 

information, usually indicates number, location, time, or status (e.g. intra-:within  - sub-: 

under).The term -PNEA relates to breathing, but it says nothing about the quality or kind 

of breathing. Adding the prefix DYS- qualifies it as difficult breathing . 

Word Root  Prefix  Suffix  Medical Word  
Abdominal  Intra    Intra  abdominal pain 

Esthes  An ia Anesthesia  
 

Therm  Hyper  ia Hyperthermia  
 

mer mono  monomer 
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Suffixes are word endings that form nouns, adjectives, or verbs. Medical terms can have 

more than one suffix, and a suffix can appear in the middle of a compound term affixed to 

a combining form. A number of suffixes have specialized meanings. ITIS means 

inflammation; thus ARTHRITIS means inflammation of a joint. 

Some suffixes are added to word roots to express reduction in size, -OLE and -ULE, for 

example. An ARTERIOLE is smaller than an ARTERY, and a VENULE is smaller than a vein. 

Finally, some of what are commonly accepted as suffixes are actually the combination of 

a word root and a suffix. MEGALY (enlargement) results from the combination of the 

word root MEGAL (large). 

Word Root Suffix  Medical Word  
Gastr /o  itis( inflammation ) 

megaly ( enlargement ) 
Gastritis  
Gastromegaly  

Hepat / o itis( inflammation ) 
megaly ( enlargement ) 
oma (tumor) 

Hepatitis  
Hepatomegaly 
Hepatoma  
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